“Christ. He won’t go away. An editor objected to one of these
chapters because there was ‘too much Christ’ in it, but I always
feel that I am evading Christ, avoiding him, almost as if I am,
with the old liberal Protestant reticence that masks a
fundamental impotence, embarrassed by him. And yet there is
an intensity there to which I can hardly bear to turn, a torn
place in my soul, a blood rupture. He is not my ‘friend.’”
Christian Wiman

My Bright Abyss
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The Worship of God
First Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

WELCOME TO THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence this morning. Third Church strives to be a faithful, open and
inclusive congregation. We are a diverse people united by a common faith in Jesus Christ and by
meaningful worship and service. We invite all who are seeking to live a life of Christian faith and
discipleship to join us. If you are new to Third Church, the following information may be helpful.
Parking On Sunday mornings: Street parking is
possible on both sides of East Avenue. On Sundays,
the Arnold Park parking lot is available for handicap
parking only. Other parking is available in the
Meigs Street parking lot and can be found at:
• Jewish Community Federation (Sibley Place)
• Seneca Waterways Council of the Boy Scouts
• American Association of University Women
• Rochester Area Community Foundation
• Century Club (all on East Avenue)
In the event of a medical emergency, please notify
an usher or staff member. An AED and first aid
supplies are located in the hallway between the
sanctuary and elevator.
Hearing Assistance: The Chapel and Sanctuary are
equipped with induction loop systems. Use the “Tswitch” of your hearing aid. If you have difficulty
hearing during the worship service, please speak
with an usher immediately.
An Elevator is located at the Parish HouseEducation Building junction to assist in accessibility.

Large Print Bulletins and Bibles are available from
the ushers. Hymnals and Bibles are located under
the first row pews.
Children and Worship: Children’s worship
bulletins, Bibles and activity bags are available from
the ushers. Church School is available for children
up to sixth grade.
Child Care is available in the Education Building for
infants and toddlers to age three.
Coffee Hour follows the 10:45am worship service.
All are invited to this time of fellowship in the
Celebration Center.
Pastoral Care needs may be communicated to
Martha Langford.
More about Membership: If you are interested in
joining Third Church, or just want to know more,
contact Lynette Sparks. Our next Exploring
Membership dinner will take place March16.

A WORD ABOUT THIS CHURCH
THIRD CHURCH participates in the Presbyterian Church (USA) Commitment to Peacemaking. Our
intention is to pursue avenues of peace and justice for ourselves, our families and communities, for all
people in the world in which we live. We seek to be agents of reconciliation.
THIRD CHURCH has joined with other Presbyterian congregations in declaring ourselves to be a
“More Light” church. We are committed to the full participation of all persons in our church
community without regard for sexual orientation, personal background or human condition.
www.thirdpresbyterian.org
THIRD CHURCH STAFF

Find us on Facebook: “Third Presbyterian Church”
OFFICE: 271-6513; VOICEMAIL: 271-6537

John Wilkinson, Pastor
Martha C. Langford, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care
Lynette K. Sparks, Interim Associate Pastor for Outreach and Evangelism
Lucinda B. Hedges, Parish Associate
Peter A. DuBois, Director of Music/Organist
Christina A. Lenti, Associate Director of Music
Tom Mueller, Assistant Organist
Rebecca D’Angelo-Veitch, Coordinator of Children’s Ministries and Congregational Life
Jane S. Carden, Youth Ministry Coordinator
William W. Young, Pastor Emeritus
Roderic P. Frohman, Pastor Emeritus

ext. 105
ext. 108
ext. 106
ext. 109
ext. 110
ext. 118
ext. 107

Preparation for Worship
We come to worship from a busy and noisy world. As we prepare to offer ourselves in praise and
adoration of God, it is important that we step back from our preoccupations and focus our thoughts
on God. We ask that you please turn off all cell phones and pagers. As the music begins this morning,
please take time to become more aware of the continuing presence of God.
 Stand as you are able

PRELUDE
 DOXOLOGY

 CALL to WORSHIP

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

 HYMN 81
PRAYER
of CONFESSION

“Con moto maestoso”

Felix Mendelssohn
(from Sonata III in A Major – based on Hymn 240)

(PLEASE STAND AS THE ORGAN INTRODUCTION BEGINS)

OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
from Psalm 32

Let all who are faithful offer a prayer to God;
at a time of distress,
the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.
You are a hiding place for us;
you preserve us from trouble;
you surround us with glad cries of deliverance.
Steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

“Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” ST. FLAVIAN

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save
the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you
and turned aside from your way. We are misled by
pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are stained,
and great when we are small. We have failed in love,
neglected justice, and ignored your truth.
Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to
paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

KYRIE

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
LEADER:

PEOPLE:

Friends, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

 RESPONSE:

ANTHEM
(10:45)

“Like as a Father”

Luigi Cherubini
Junior Choir, Chancel Choir
Mary Cowden, piano; Benjamin Krug, cello

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord hath mercy on them
that fear him.

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE
(10:45)

DISMISSAL
of CHILDREN

(10:45)

(Children, age 3 through sixth grade, may depart for church school
and child care following the Children’s Message. You may exit through
the doors to the left of the pulpit to get to the Education Building.)

WORDS of WELCOME

EPISTLE LESSON

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

ANTHEM

(We ask that you sign the Friendship Pad and pass it to the person
next to you in the pew. Please greet those worshipping with you at the
close of the service.)

Romans 12:5-19

(Pew Bible, NT page 162)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“Thou Knowest, Lord, the Secrets of Our Hearts“

Henry Purcell

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts, Shut not Thy merciful
ears unto our prayers; but spare us, Lord most holy. O God, O God
most mighty, O holy and most merciful Savior, Thou most worthy
Judge eternal, suffer us not, at our last hour, for any pains of death
to fall from Thee. Amen.

GOSPEL LESSON
LEADER:

PEOPLE:

SERMON
 HYMN 80
 AFFIRMATION
of FAITH

Matthew 4:1-11

(Pew Bible, NT page 3)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“He Won’t Go Away”
“Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”

John Wilkinson
LONESOME VALLEY

from “Our Song of Hope,” Reformed Church in America

We sing to our Lord a new song;
We sing in our world a sure hope:
Our God loves this world,
God called it into being,
God renews it through Jesus Christ,
God governs it by the Spirit.
God is the world's true hope.
Our only hope is Jesus Christ.
After we refused to live in the image of God,
He was born of the virgin Mary,
sharing our genes and our instincts,
entering our culture, speaking our language,
fulfilling the law of our God.
Being united to Christ's humanity,
we know ourselves when we rest in Him.

Come, Lord Jesus:
We are open to your Spirit.
We await your full presence.
Our world finds rest in you alone. Amen.

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE (Prayer request cards can be found in the pew racks)
and THE LORD’S PRAYER Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION
of OFFERINGS
ANTHEM

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”

Dan Locklair

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy
spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and
uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy
ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
-

Psalm 51:10-13

 RESPONSE

LEADER:

PEOPLE:
LEADER:

PEOPLE:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

LEADER:

PEOPLE:
ALL:

 HYMN 87

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Almighty God, your son fasted forty days in the
wilderness, and was tempted as we are but did not
sin. Give us grace to direct our lives in obedience to
your Spirit, that as you know our weakness, so we may
know your power to save; through Jesus Christ our
Redeemer. Amen.

“The Glory of These Forty Days”

ERHALT UNS HERR

 CHARGE
and BENEDICTION
 CONGREGATIONAL
RESPONSE
(8:30)

God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a shepherd’s care enfold you,
God be with you till we meet again.

 CHORAL RESPONSE
(10:45)

 GREETING
POSTLUDE

“Toccata in B minor”

Eugène Gigout

The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in loving memory of
Dallas Sterrett by the Sterretts and the Schillers.
The Sanctuary Memorial Prayer Candle is lit today
for those who care for aging parents.

PARTICIPANTS IN THIS MORNING’S SERVICE:

PREACHER:
LITURGISTS:
ACOLYTES:
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ORGANIST:
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:
ASSISTANT ORGANIST:
GREETERS:
USHERS:

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS:

John Wilkinson
(8:30) Lynette Sparks, Martha Langford
(10:45) Lynette Sparks, Martha Langford, Jeremy Peters
Emily Rachfal, Sarah Dickinson
Peter A. DuBois
Christina A. Lenti
Tom Mueller
(10:45) Bob Eames, Jeff Morrison, Kelly ThevenetMorrison, Peg Rachfal, Betsey Wheeler
(8:30) Deb Allyn, Suzy Hengerer
(10:45) Elmer Dustman, Ann Haag, Hope Herting,
Gloria Pleger, Anne Sievers, Don Schichler,
Rebecca Schichler
Worship, Music and Arts: Susan Fox

As of March 4, we have received 393 responses
pledging a total of $866,788 (95%) towards a goal of
$912,500. Thanks to all who have offered their
pledges. We will continue to receive pledges by
receiving your pledge in the church office or by
making a confidential pledge to
cfoster@thirdpresbyterian.org or 271-6537, ext. 111.

HUNGER SUNDAY
Next Sunday please bring:
Spaghetti
Pasta Sauce (26 oz cans)
Food Cupboard needs your donations
EVERY SUNDAY!

March 9, 2014

MINISTRY, SERVICE, AND
FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Spiritual Formation Today
Sunday Seminar: Johnston Hall—9:30am
Growing in the Word is combining with the
Sunday Seminar for Meeting Jesus in His
Parables Again for the First Time, a four-week
series, with Jim Stewart.
Intercessory Prayer
10:00am in the Chapel
Spend time in silent prayer, light a candle, or
request intercessory prayer with one of the
Deacons. To add names to the weekly
congregational prayer list, please contact
Martha Langford, 271-6537, ext. 108 or
mlangford@thirdpresbyterian.org.
Parent to Parent: “That’s A Family”
Today at 12:15pm
All Kinds of Families! How do we define
“family” in our lives... our culture… our
church? Within our larger Third Church
community we have lots of configurations to
both consider and celebrate!
Please join the Children’s, Youth, and More
Light Committees as we host an
intergenerational family-style opportunity to
talk about FAMILY! We encourage all members
to attend… children, adults, singled,
partnered… as every one of us is part of at
least one family.
You are invited today for a lunch and
discussion centered around the thirty minute
film, “That’s a Family.” In this film, children
from a variety of different family configurations
will introduce viewers to their own unique
families. Although designed with school-age
children in mind, you will find it relates to all
ages. Following the film, there will be activities
and discussion time for both children and
parents. We will finish no later than 2:00pm.

Plan to join us even you haven’t previously
made reservations for lunch.
Blue T-Shirt Sunday
The first Sunday in Lent, March 9, has been
designated “Wear your blue t-shirt to church
Sunday.” Those wearing blue t-shirts have
volunteered with Project Homecoming,
helping to rebuild homes in New Orleans.
Seeing them helps to remind us that gifts to
One Great Hour of Sharing support disaster
recovery efforts in the United States and
around the world. Over the past seven years,
Third Church has sent 12 volunteer teams to
New Orleans to rebuild homes through
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. More trips are
planned for 2014.
Sunday Celebration at Cameron Today!
We’re looking for volunteers to help prepare
the meal, help serve or provide cupcakes for
the Sunday Celebration at Cameron
Community Ministries. Contact Lorenda
Gauronski, (LorendaGauronski@yahoo.com or
703-5887) for questions or if you are able to
volunteer.
Monday Evening Prayer Tomorrow
March 10, Chapel, 7:00pm
A Service of Healing and Wholeness with
the “Laying on of Hands”
During the season of Lent, come for a time of
healing and renewal in the candlelit beauty of
the Chapel. The liturgy will be led by Martha
Langford and Rob White, with music by Daniel
Fischer, cantor, Susie Kieren, oboe, and Sandy
Gianniny, harp. Candle lighters are Janet Curry
and Betty Iwan.

Public Education Strategy Meeting
March 12, 12:00PM
Urban Presbyterians Together (UPT) handdelivered 253 letters to school board members
Thursday night advocating for hiring more
school-based social workers. There is more
work to be done in being a public witness for
the children of Rochester City School District.
We will meet Wednesday, March 12, at noon
at Third Church to strategize. Come join us!
Thursday Voices
March 13, 12:00pm in Johnston Hall
During Lent we are exploring the Lenten
themes in select sermons. This week Martha
Langford will lead discussion on The Wilderness
Exam by Barbara Brown Taylor.
Exploring Membership
Next Sunday, March 16, 6:00pm
Have you found your way to Third Church and
want to know more? Have you been active in
the church and consider deepening your ties to
this community of faith? Are you interested in
becoming a member, but have questions?
Then an Exploring Membership Dinner is
just for you. Come to Johnston Hall and meet
members, staff, and other newcomers. Share
your story and hear about the journeys that
brought others here. Explore ways to connect
with others and to put your faith in action. Our
next Exploring Membership Dinner will be on
Sunday, March 16 at 6:00pm in Johnston Hall.
For more information or to reserve your place
at the dinner, please RSVP to Lynette Sparks
(271-6513, ext. 106 or
lsparks@thirdpresbyterian.org.)
Special Music for Lent
Sunday, March 23, 10:45 worship
The Chancel Choir and String Orchestra will
present what we believe to be the Rochester
premiere of a recent work by young
Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo (born 1978).
SUNRISE MASS: Symphonic Mass for Chorus
and String Orchestra is a very beautiful work,
transcendent in its choral and orchestral
writing, and sure to be a wonderful addition to
our Lenten worship experience. This is sure to

be an unusual and spiritually uplifting worship
experience – please plan to attend, and invite
your friends to join you.
Calvin Guild
Wednesday, March 16, 12:00noon
Join Elmer Dustman to hear a talk on bonsai. A
soup and salad lunch is available for $7. Please
RSVP to Dot Wallace, 223-8502.
Rock Ventures Climbing Event
Sunday, March 23, 6:00-8:30pm
The Children and Youth Ministries invite
children and youth to join together at Rock
Ventures, 1044 University Avenue, for an
evening of climbing fun and camaraderie. Rock
Ventures offers 180,000 square feet of indoor
climbing for individuals at all skill levels. The
cost for this event is $10 per person with a
maximum of $25 per family. Please contact
Becky D’Angelo-Veitch
(rveitch@thirdpresbyterian.org) or Jane Carden
(jcarden@thirdpresbyterian.org) with your
name, phone and email address and number
attending.
General Assembly Update
We are looking at several opportunities as the
weeks unfold to help John Wilkinson prepare
for the General Assembly moderatorial election
on June 14 in Detroit. Here are two immediate
ways.
Come to a video “viewing” of a recent GA
election – Wednesday, March 12 at 12:00
noon in Johnston Hall. We want your input and
feedback. Bring your lunch. Beverages
provided.
Come to an initial question and answer session
– Wednesday, March 26 at 12:00 noon in
Johnston Hall. Bring your lunch as well as we
help John formulate responses and think
through issues.
For details be in touch with Becky D’AngeloVeitch at rveitch@thirdpresbyterian.org or
Lynette Sparks at
lsparks@thirdpresbyterian.org. Thanks for your
prayers and support.

Lenten Retreat—April 5
“My Bright Abyss: Meditation of a Modern
Believer” by Christian Wiman
In this interactive morning, John Wilkinson will
lead us in an exploration of Christian Wiman’s
best-selling and well-reviewed book “My Bright
Abyss,” which asks many of the questions that
contemporary people of faith are asking. You
can find many positive reviews on the internet;
Kathleen Norris calls it a “daring and urgent
book.”
All Third Church-ers are encouraged to read
the book, whether you can be present on April
5 or not. The book is now available in
hardcover and paperback; one way to order it
is through Amazon.com via the Third Church
website.
A brief essay called “Love Bade Me Welcome”
was a precursor to the book. You can read it by
logging into:
http://www.onbeing.org/program/rememberi
ng-god/feature/love-bade-me-welcomegazing-abyss/4662. Printed copies of the essay
are available at the church office.
There is no cost for the morning. For planning
purposes, please register by contacting the
church office.
Contact John Wilkinson if you have any
questions or comments about the book or the
Lenten gathering. We hope you can join us on
April 5.
YMA Weekend Update
Thank you to the 60+ Third Church members
who participated in the Youth Ministry
Architects weekend. From serving as hosts to
participating in listening groups to attending
the reading of their report, your contributions
are what made this weekend a success! YMA’s
conclusion is that Third Church has a healthy
and vibrant Youth Ministry. The report includes
suggestions for building on these strengths. A
printed copy of their report is now available in
the church office or on the Church website.

Dining Room Ministry Opportunities
Our Dining Room Ministry teams have some
spaces available and would love to add to their
numbers. Each team works one Saturday
morning every ten weeks from approximately
10:00am to 1:00pm. We welcome children to
join their parents on our teams as well. If this
would fit into your schedule, please see Nancy
or Robb Adams or email us at
nancycadams@hotmail.com.
Thank you for giving this opportunity of
serving our hungry neighbors your
consideration.
Baby Items Needed at Cameron
Recently Cameron Community Ministries has
been seeing a very steep increase in the need
for baby items, especially diapers, formula, and
warm clothing. Additionally, gently used
equipment for infants such as strollers or Packn-Plays are needed. Donations can be dropped
off at the church or taken directly to Cameron.
RAIHN
RAIHN –in winter—A Request
We’ve just finished an inspiring rotation with
ten RAIHN guests taking refuge from the brutal
cold in our snug Christian Education building.
We found, however, that we need more
blankets. Each guest was provided two
blankets to start, but that wasn’t enough. We
needed more blankets than we have in our
supplies. So, as you move toward spring,
please remember our RAIHN guests and bring
any spare, washable, twin-size blankets you
have to the church office with a note that
they’re for RAIHN at Third Church. If you’d like
a receipt for tax purposes, please include your
name with your donation.
April Volunteer Opportunities
Our next RAIHN rotation starts on Palm
Sunday and continues through Holy Week. As
we start to assemble our hosting and
setup/takedown teams, now is the time to
check your calendar given the many family
obligations during this busy time. Please
contact Wendy Shellman no later than March
20 for your volunteer spot (383-8288 or
Shellman@rochester.rr.com). Thank you for all
you do to make this ministry successful.

CALENDAR FOR March 9 – March 16

Sunday at Third Church
8:30 am
8:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
12:15 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:15 pm
6:00 pm

Child Care
Worship
Sunday Seminar/Growing in the Word
Commissioning Class
Youth Church School
Junior Choir Rehearsal
Intercessory Prayer
Worship
Church School
Coffee Hour
Parent to Parent: “That’s a Family”
Junior High Bells
Covenant Ringers
Covenant Singers
Youth Fellowship/Dinner

CE
Chapel
JH
CE/Youth Lounge
CE/Room 201
Moot Arts Room
Chapel
Sanctuary
Education Building
CC
JH
Sanctuary
Moot Arts Room
Choir Room
CC

Monday, March 10
8:30 am
9:00 am
2:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Chapel Bells
Moot Arts Room
Food Cupboard
CC
Library Committee
Library
Shawl Knitting Ministry
Parlor
New Worship Group
Parker Room
Personnel
Whitney Room
Boy Scouts
CC
Children’s Ministry
Whitney Room
Monday Evening Prayer
Chapel

Tuesday, March 11
9:15 am
9:45 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Morning Prayer
Staff Meeting
Welcome Sub Team
Session

Chapel
Parker Room
Parker Room
JH

Wednesday, March 12
12:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:15 pm

Public Education Strategy Meeting JH
Sojourn with the Psalms
Parlor
Children’s Musical Speaking Parts
Junior Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Qabats
CC
Glorious Voices
Sanctuary
Chancel Choir
Choir Room

Thursday, March 13
9:30 am
10:45 am
12:00 pm

Food Cupboard
Celebration Ringers
Thursday Voices

1:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:45 pm

Book Club
Joint Budget and Finance
Third Church Ringers

Friday, March 14
Saturday, March 15
10:00 am

Dining Room Ministry

8:30 am
8:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:15 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Child Care
CE
Worship
Chapel
Junior Choir Rehearsal
Moot Room
Sunday Seminar/Growing in the Word
JH
Commissioning Class
CE/207
Youth Church School
CE/201
Intercessory Prayer
Chapel
Worship
Sanctuary
Church School Chapel
Chapel
Coffee Hour
CC
Happy Bunch Lunch
Off Site
Junior High Bells
Sanctuary
Covenant Ringers
Moot Arts Room
Covenant Singers
Choir Room
Youth Dinner and Fellowship
CC
Exploring Membership Dinner
JH

CC
Moot Arts Room
JH
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Library
JH
Sanctuary
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